
 
 

1 

Rencontres Internationales Corps-Objet-Image 2019 
 

In the Tracks of Theatres of Attention 
 
 
As if it were a rare commodity, or perhaps even an endangered species, the resource will be at the centre 
of this coming edition of the Rencontres Internationales Corps-Objet-Image (RICOI). What serves as a 
resource nowadays for a young artist, a research professor, or an established artist? How can such a 
resource foster edge effects between contrasting disciplinary fields, and open up the way to the 
possibility of new forms and explorations emerging? How do we pay attention to these unpredictable 
and, at times, neglected manifestations that move us? How do we cultivate them, assimilate them, live 
with them? 
 
Responding to the call of the Centre Dramatique National’s mission, spaces at the intersection of theory 
and practice are springing up across the city of Strasbourg—a multiplicity of hosts to cross-cultural 
creativity, soon to be graced by a wealth of international participants (Czech Republic, France, Germany, 
Israël, United Kingdom). These are spaces that promote openness and investigation, and enable a plural 
and communal research process to take place.  
 

”Research cannot be taken for granted. We must be attentive to it. Research is not a complacent 
withdrawal into oneself when it is open to new ways of envisaging the act of writing, in a 
movement that ends in sharing with the audience. The need to invent alternative models 
demands that we create conditions conducive to the emergence of what may come to be: an 
echo chamber of the world, in which unprecedented connections are established, making us 
available and hospitable to the life forces of contradictory points of view.”* 

 
 
The RICOI have set out to investigate, cultivate and invent alternative attention regimes in their creation 
of contexts that foster confrontation, discovery and recognition. These contexts are born out of the 
encounter of practitioners of transdisciplinary arts engaged in issues related to Corps-Objet-Image 
matters. Engagement is of interest here. RICOI participants are invited to explore sites in Strasbourg and 
the surrounding area, as a multitude of fields of inquiry sharing in the city’s social and cultural realities. 
The participants will find their bearings navigating the floor populated by the objects and materials 
travelling through and affecting the world of contemporary puppetry (anthropomorphic, organic, 
formless, …). This edition of the Rencontres will bring into play over forty students from a variety of 
international art schools, and a vast array of artists, researchers, professors and different disciplines 
melding arts and sciences. The whole endeavour is supported by the TJP Centre Dramatique National 
Strasbourg Grand Est, in partnership with scientific and cultural structures interested in this original 
process combining research and creativity. 
 
At the heart of RICOI, an encounter with the unknown intensifies the need to decrypt, analyse, provoke, 
sustain, object, follow, surprise, learn, to mistake, to keep, throw, choose… the list could go on of actions 
demanding attention open to the unpredictable. Emotions are at the service of the proposals generated 
by these encounters: to be moved by a material’s properties, qualities, and mobilities. The materials as 
we envisage them, through the entire spectrum of the presence they assume in the Corps-Objet-Image 
triangulation, urge us to no longer place the human figure at the center, but rather to be face to face with 
them, to be with them. New modes of approaching one another are invented, in order to establish a 
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connection, to reactivate, and replay it, and, in so doing, to get to know and recognise each other. Every 
potential is present in this interrelationality demanding all of our attention. 
  

“Attention is not a given, it engages desires, challenges, and apparatuses. Its ecology demands 
that we learn to redistribute our attentions collectively in such a way as to relearn to ‘make 
ourselves pay attention’ [faire attention].” 

 
To make ourselves attentive to objects and materials’ ways of being and doing is to also recognise their 
ability to “generate spaces of uncertainty and liberty*”. Being able to let the material watch us. Making it 
possible for a language to arise. To build a shared grammar that, by virtue of its articulations, generates 
narratives: a creative force to defend as a collective. 
 
Over the course of six intensive days, students, artists and researchers will be on the lookout for, and 

looking after, the materials of an organisation in construction, starting from this experience of 

relationality. They will take note of, refer to and describe these environments interacting with one 

another. It will be less a matter of seeking to resolve great societal and terrestrial problems and rather, of 

working within a given constraint, establishing an understanding around a common line of work, as well 

as showcasing work processes during scheduled discussion and exposure times. The data created and 

collected is free to flow, from the laboratories to its collection and presentation on the TJP Grande Scène 

(main stage), through the accompanying artists’ and their residency spaces, to the resources on line… no 

matter the distance. 

 
The RICOI bring to light this field of possibility, in the form of collaborative laboratories, as myriad 
connections to a professional, relational and social future. Of the material and these formative 
experiences, figures may appear. What stories are to be told? How might they feed into the central theme 
of Théâtres de l’Attention, the COI Journal’s 4th installment? 
 
Michaël Cros and Christophe Le Blay, November 2018. 
 

*  Renaud Herbin “Avoir lieu. Ce que permet l’institution”, in CULTURE et RECHERCHE N°136, Recherche 
en scène, Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur et de la Recherche, Autumn – Winter 2017.  
** Jérémy Damian “Cosmodélie Scènes de l’attention”, opening article of the COI Journal’s fourth 
installment, November 2018. 

https://fr.calameo.com/read/0053751144f0581485d52
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/542cf50be4b0b0eacb4ab721/t/5c5219ce03ce64e0b2fb5595/1548884454000/Cosmode%CC%81lie_Damian_J_1901.pdf

